Attorney Docket No. 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
United States Patent Application 
COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named inventor I hereby declare that: my residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to 
my name; that 

I verily believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural 
inventors are named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 
OBJECTIVE LENS, OPTICAL HEAD AND OPTICAL INFORMATION RECORDING/ REPRODUCING APPARATUS 

The specification of which 

a. E<] is attached hereto 

b. [H was filed on as application serial no. and was amended on 

(if applicable) (in the case of a PCT-filed application) described and claimed in international no. filed 

and as amended on (if any), which I have reviewed and for which I solicit a United States patent. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as amended 
by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the patentability of this application in accordance with Title 37, 
Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56 (attached hereto). 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 119/365 of any foreign application(s) for patent or 
inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a 
filing date before that of the application on the basis of which priority is claimed: 



a. I I no such applications have been filed. 

b. ^ such applications have been filed as follows: 



FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 35 USC § 119 


COUNTRY 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 


Japan 


2002-308230 


23 October 2002 




















ALL FORE1 


tGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, FII 


.ED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLICATION (S) 


COUNTRY 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 



















I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PCT international application(s) 
listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States 
application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, § 112, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose 
material information as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56(a) which occurred between the filing date of the prior 
application and the national or PCT international filing date of this application. 



U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING (day, month, year) 


STATUS (patented, pending, abandoned) 









I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code § 119(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed below: 



U.S. PROVISIONAL APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING (Day, Month, Year) 
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I hereby appoint the following attorney(s) and/or patent agent(s) to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent 
and Trademark Office connected herewith: 



Albrecht John W 


Reg No 40 481 


Kowalchvk Alan W 

X KJ W LAI \*sA A y l\ j i iJUH T T ■ 


Reg No 31 535 


Ali M Jeffer 


Reg No 46 359 


Kowalchvk Katherine M 

A vj 7 V ▼ UlvlJ j XV ^ A VU I IX V* HIV X * X ■ 


Reg No 36 848 

XVwE^* X ^ VJ • «wJ vj» ^ Vj • VJ 


AnHpr<Jon Grpaa T 


Reg No 28 828 


T s\c\i Paul F 


Reg No 38 946 

IVwtt -L ™ VJ • ^*J,J~VJ 


Batzli Brian H 


Reg No 32 960 

XVV^»*_L- 4 ' VJ » -^J r j «J V/ Vjf 


Larson James A 


Reg No 40 443 

A. Vy <~ a x, T Vj « r Vj • 1 ■ ^_J^ 


Beard John L 


Reg No 27 612 


Liena Mara E 


Ree No 40 066 

J \ V L • -1 ~ V « l \j» 2 VJ/ vj Vj 


Berns John M 

i-^ W J lit.) ^ st VJ A Am. A A » A. m 


Reg No 43 496 

X X. W a J. ^ VJ * 1 ^J • ^ VJT 


Lindauist Timothv A 

XJ111UU UlkJl^ X llllvillj A *- • 


Reg No 40 701 

vv^j » ~ xj ■ i v/ / vj x. 


Black Bruce E 

X j 1 A LWs IV X_j X LX w M / * 


Ree No 41 622 


Lvcke Lawrence E 


Ree No 38 540 


Branch John W 

1 S A Ullvll^ %F Villi T T « 


Ree No 41 633 

A WLi X ~ V • 1 4- j VJ «teJ 


McAulev Steven A 


Reg No 46 084 

A. x. *«y t_ « ~ ^J « i vj * Vj vj ■ 


Bremer Dennis 


Ree No 40 528 


MeDonalH Daniel W 


Reg No 32 044 


Briies<; Steven O 


Reg No 34 130 


McTntvTe Tt William F 

I'lWlll 1 J 1 w, J 1 • , Tt 1111C1111 A. . 


Reg No 44 921 


Rvrne T inda M 

x_jyixiv^, J— *i 1 1 vj ci nil 


Reg No 32 404 


Mueller Douglas P 


Reg No 30 300 

iVvLli X ^ Vj» « »J Vj m *j vj Vj 


Camnbell Keith 


Reg No P-46 597 


Paiilv Daniel 


Reg No 40 123 


f^arl^on Alan C~r 

v^ul lc>VJll, xvlClll VJ » 


Reg No 25 959 


Phillins Brvan K 

X JlUH L/O, Ul Y all 1 v . 


Reg No P-46 990 

lVVg> i 1 VJ . X "TU,J JvJ 


facnpfc PTlilir* P 
L/dal/Cia, x JiillL/ x . 


IvCg. i >(vJ. JJ,^!, / 


Phillinv Tohn B 


Rpa No 17 90»S 


v^iiiduc lid, J allies x\ . 


IvC^. 1NU. J7jUJ'+ 


Plunlrptt XVipoHotp 

1 lUUKCll, AllCUU-UlC 


Rpa No 17 90Q 


Pliffrirrt Tohn A 
v^llllvJIU, JU11U rV. 


D PO vr n 947 


i ICllUCl^aol, rdul 


Rpa No 4ft OfiR 


T~iairrTiiiii1t Pnniilrl A 
lJalglldllll, IVLHldlU r\. 


Rpa Mo 9^ QfiR 


P\7t<=>l Ayf*=>1iccci 1 
x yiC>l, IVlCllooa J. 


Rpa No 41 519 

IVCg. 1>VJ. 'TljJll. 


Dalpv Dpnni<j R 


Reg No 34 994 

l\Vt. 1 ^1 \J . s^™,J J" 


Oiialpv Tprrv 

VJ U £11 V^ V j 1 Vll ¥ 


Reg No 25 148 


Dalalich T PvJip F 


Reg No 40 579 


Reirh Tohn C 


Reg No 37 703 


Daulton Till if* R 


Reg No 36 414 


Reiland Farl D 

XV V^ lid 1 1V1 , l_vCXll u. 


Reg No 25 767 


DpWipc Smith K"athprinp \A 

JL/C V ilCo wJlllllll, XVdLllv^l lilt- 1VJ . 


Rpo Mo 49 157 


^Piitiiait'7 T^iaviri fx 

OV^llllldllZ<, UdVlu VJ. 


Rea No 3Q 828 

XVVvg. llU. JJjOi.U 


DiPiptro Mark T 

JL/1I 1C11U, IVldlR. J. 


Retr No 98 707 


^pViiiTTiaij Agaric* 

OVllUllldll, IVldllv u . 


Rpa No 31 197 


FHpII Robert T 


Recr No 90 1 87 


^pViiitti anri \^ipliap1 T^i 
ov-iiuxiidiiu, xviiv^iidwi u. 


Rea No 30 429 


Fnn Rvan SanHra 
i—iifij ivy an, ijdiiuia 


Reg No 39 667 


Snill Timothv B 


Rea No 42 137 


frlanr^P Rohprt 1 


Reo No 40 690 


^phalH riTPanrv A 

jtUtllU, VJlt>eivJiy A. 


Rea No 33 280 


f~^r\ rt(T1tl lv^atthpYU I 
VlUgglll, IVAdllllv^W J. 


Reg No 44 195 


OlvvjUg, IVldlJV J. . 


Rea No 40 178 

IVCg. liU. l ~t\JjX 1 O 


("rolla Pharlpv F 


Rptr No 96 8Qn 


OlJCllllldll, OlCVCll J. 


Rpa No 1 24 


Gorman Alan ft 

VJUllllUll, 1 VI till VJ • 


Reg No 38 472 


Stoll-DeBell Kirstin T 

vJiVJll 1/Vvllvllj Ivllollll 1 * . 


Reg No 43 164 


Gould John D 


Reg No 1 8 223 


Sumner Tohn P 

^jciiiinv^i , jKJiiii x . 


Reg No 29 1 14 

IVw 1 ™ 4J - 1 ^ 


r~irp* oenn Rir*harrt 
VJlCtavJll, IvldldlU 


Recr No 41 804 


O WC-ll jUII, !_/ 1 1 fv VJ. 


Rpa No 4S 1 47 


vJlCoCllb, JVJ1111 J. 


Rpa No ^^119 


1 CllClvovJll, UdVlLl IV. 


Rpa No 19 114 

1VCI£. I^IVJ. JZ,J1'+ 


Hsmpr Samupl A 

1 ldl llVw-l , Jaljluvl 


Reg No P-46 754 


Ttp in hat Vi Ton R 
a iwiiiuauij jvjii ix. 


Rpa No 18 344 


-LldllllC, V-'UTUIs -D. 


Ppct Nn 9Q 1 


TTnHprhill Alhprt T 


Rpa Mo 97 401 


T-Tarrix'oii TCpvin 

ilaiiijl/ii, lYwvm . 


Reg No P-46 759 


\ / 'anHpiihiiTan I DptpIt 

V (Xl/Ut-ilUUl till, J. L/CILJ^ 


Rea No 12 179 


JTICI I tL 7 xJlC-ll /A. 


Rpa No 49 660 


Wahl Tohn R 

W dill, JDIlll IV . 


Rpa No 11 044 


T-Ti11«;on Ranrlall A 
iiliioUii, rvalivJ ail /A.. 


Rpit No 31 838 


WpavPT PCarrip fr 
VY&dVCl, XvalllC VJ. 


Rpa No 41 945 


Xxuiz,cij ji.j xvlv^lldlU J. 


Rpa No 49 668 


Wpltpr Paul A 
WCllCi, x dill rv. 


Rpa No 90 8Q0 


Tohn«ton Srott W 

J LHlllSlUll, OLUU W. 


Rpa No aQ 791 


Wllipps, iJlldll 


Rpa No 41 9n1 


Kadievitch, Natalie D. 


Reg. No. 34,196 


Wickhem, J. Scot 


Reg. No. 41,376 


Karjeker, Shaukat 


Reg. No. 34,049 


Williams, Douglas J. 


Reg. No. 27,054 


Kastelic, Joseph M. 


Reg. No. 37,160 


Witt, Jonelle 


Reg. No. 41,980 


Kettelberger, Denise 


Reg. No. 33,924 


Wu, Tong 


Reg. No. 43,361 


Keys, Jeramie J. 


Reg. No. 42,724 


Xu, Min S. 


Reg. No. 39,536 


Knearl, Homer L. 


Reg. No. 21,197 


Zeuli, Anthony R. 


Reg. No. 45,255 



I hereby authorize them to act and rely on instructions from and communicate directly with the person/assignee/attorney/firm/ 
organization who/which first sends/sent this case to them and by whom/which I hereby declare that I have consented after full disclosure 
to be represented unless/until I instruct Merchant & Gould P.C. to the contrary. 

Please direct all correspondence in this case to Merchant & Gould P.C. at the address indicated below: 

Merchant & Gould P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
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I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief 
are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful 
false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



2 
0 

1 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
MOHRI 


- - - 

First Given Name 

Masanari 


Second Given Name 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

Hyogo 


State or Foreign Country 
Japan 


Country of Citizenship 
Japan 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 

4-1-1, Kanokodai Minamimachi, Kita-ku, Kobe-shi 


State & Zip Code/Country 

Hyogo 651-1514/JAPAN 


Signature of Inventor 201: , ^» s 


Date: 


2 
0 

2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
KOMMA 


First Given Name ' 

Yoshiaki 


Second Given Name 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

Osaka 


State or Foreign Country 

Japan 


Country of Citizenship 

Japan 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 

1-36-7, Kuzuha-mendori-cho, Hirakata-shi 


State & Zip Code/Country 

Osaka 573-1 113/JAP AN 


Signature of Inventor 202: /? * [j - f) O / 


Date: 


2 
0 

3 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 

YAMAMOTO 


First Given Name 

Hiroshi 


Second Given Name 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

Kyoto 


State or Foreign Country 

Japan 


Country of Citizenship 

Japan 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 

41-1, Yakeno, Hashimoto, Yawata-shi 


State & Zip Code/Country 

Kyoto 614-8343/JAPAN 


Signature of Inventor 203: --**^?7_ /^j? S - ^ 


Date: 
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§ 1.56 Duty to disclose information material to patentability. 

(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, and the most effective 
patent examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all 
information material to patentability. Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of 
candor and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that individual 
to be material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until 
the claim is canceled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to the patentability 
of a claim that is canceled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability 
of any claim remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit information which is not material to the 
patentability of any existing claim. The duty to disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if 
all information known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office in 
the manner prescribed by §§ 1.97(b)-(d) and 1.98. However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud 
on the Office was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office 
encourages applicants to carefully examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent 
application believe any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to 
the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information already of record 
or being made of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a 

claim; 
or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the 
preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with 
the specification, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary 
conclusion of patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application and 
who is associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the 
attorney, agent, or inventor. 
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